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We have celebrated Chrictmac
cince the firet of December,
bringing Chrictmac Pmrﬁeg fo
1,000 children in hoctele along the
border and hocting a Parer for

“Yet there ic hoPe
ctill, tf we can but

ctand unconobuered

for a little while.’
Gandalf, Lord of the Ringe

the children in our neighborhood.
“Thic wae al before ﬂ\/Ln@ home
to celebrate with our entire
familiee, induding all ceven
cicterc and @rand}mrerﬁrg We
are grateful for neari\{ Two
more weeke in Town, but alco
Thankful that Ged hac provided
for uc 1o return to Mae Sot in
January! Wg'rﬁ counting it a
privilege fo be a part of what
God hae planned for the people
! of Burma in 2012
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“But b we eu.rlpc (%73 what we do not ree, with perreveance we walt e,a.gcJL% Bon it.”
Romans B:25

We have so many things to be thankful for, a number of things'to mourn, and still a few unknowns.

But God is good.

First, we are so thankful for our time in America. We couldn’thave asked for more, and God was'sg gracious to us. He . -
provided energy in abundance, wonderful times with family, and even time to catch up with some of our: friqus and
community. We really feel he blessed the time, while still confirming that we were to return to life in Mae Sot:

”

Another praise? Just as we were flying to Mae Sot, the Karen National Union signed a ceasefire agreement with the
Burmese government! This is a huge praise for us, for our work and for our friends. We hope this is the first step toward
reconciliation, growth, and develop nt in Burma. -

This also means that there are many u knowns ahead of us. We
are praying through our role at Partnersyas.well as Partners
praying through their rolein developmenf Please join with us
as we pray for wisdom in finding the role God has brought us
here for. Either way, we are hopeful, and we beli has called
us here “for such a time-as this” (Eéther 4:14)

Sadly, there are a number of things.forus to mourn at this time
as well, and we are facing the challenge@f‘mournmg long-
distance. Kelli’s family has continued to spread out around the™
globe this week, as her sister'and her family moved to Uganda
on Monday. Further, Stephen’s infamous grandfather, Papa
Doc, is continuing to decline in his'health, and we are Iearnmg
to mourn with his family without. bemg there. Please’also
continue to pray for Stephen’s mom:as she continues
chemotherapy treatments for cancer. She has four more -
treatments remaining, and we are praying for strength and .
energy to continue strong.

God is teaching.us many things as we are learning to trust him with our work and
purpose here. He is growing us as individuals and pushmg us deeper in our
relationship-with-each other. Please continue to pray fortus—

-for.our families and relationships; that we would love well over great distances
-for our roles and purpose at Partners; for wisdom in transitions and trust for
leadership & the Lord

-for our continued language learning; that our knowledge and confidence would
continue to increase and that we would remain faithful

-for our growing relationships with our neighborhood; that we would love with
open hearts and eyes

Thank you for rejoicing with us, mourning with us, and sustaining us here with yourlove and encouragement!

Ayull,&ro’(a&vcntuﬂcmwm u Aicyﬁm%:u&&rok@ymtnmwwz,wamg u &C&Ayuﬂ.&m’(@ya&tﬂmﬂ,@a&g
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Thia poat month was fufl forn ua. We took a team of nmeteen——yes nineteen!-- for ten days. We also seemed tQ, be in
endless meetings, including an office lde security meetlng that Stephen prepared for and led. It was also a month Qf,a

mourning, as we learned--and are lear g-—how to mourn over a great distance. We lost Stephen’s grandfather the \@_‘ ik

legendary Papa Doc, in early February 'r»

within Partners, and in our day to day As the ¢ re talks continue among the
Burmese government and various ethmc groups, Partners is evaluatmg |t$ role i in
development within'Burma. How doyve support change, play a role'i ln p s W R S
development, and equip the local peop%i’e take hold of this opportunrty themselves? .
As an organization, we are trylng to make.the most of the oppodﬁ}fﬁty for change that

e i

is currently present. Gy i 3

Amidst the usual responsibilities, thlngs are changlnﬁ inside Burma, along the border,

For Stephen the secur|ty and technology management he started helping
with months ago'has become a much bigger project, and needed full-time
assistance to bring the office g_p';to par. For the next four to six months,
he’ll be helping the staff estaBI'ish secure processes and update all their
computers and files. After these procedures-are set up, he’ll move into
other projectsithat'are currently in the dream's &ages There are talks of
him helping with sound recordlngs to capture Karen culture, practicing
photography for the media team or creating videos for medical,
agricultural, and animal husbandry trainings.

For Kelli, she was asked at the end of last year to begin helping with
political research for our Karen contacts. In January this quickly moved
from one day a week of research to teaching courses regularly. As of this
month, Kelli will be creating a Social Development department. She’ll will
be researching and creating curriculum to provide training for university-aged students from inside Burma. Her first five-
day course will be held 26-30 March, so prayers are appreciated as she is sorting through material and writing curriculum
to be translated!
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Where does this leave teams and volunteens? We are still very
passionate about short-term missions being done well, but at this time
we believe its best to pursue these other avenues. We are currently in
the process of handing the role of teams & volunteers over to additional
staff and continuing to pray that God will lead us with these new
responsibilities.

In addition to all of this starting our second yéar in Mae Sot, we have just
signed a two-year lease to continue renting our homes. In signing for two
years, the landlord agreed to lower our rent by 25%, which we are so
'-thankful for! This aIIows us to ;ontmue building relationships in our
nelghborhood and for the commtjnlty garden to continue blooming; and ;
we're even making plans to put on a layer of colorful paint to make itia.

little more like home! G
" > - P

We came to Mae Sot for the advancement of the Kingdom, and Wwe are now seeing how that can chﬁtgésWe are

thankful that Partners has equipped us to be here and for.a shared passion for Burma. We are also rejoicingin resh

opportunities to invest in development while we continue to play Go Fish with the neighbor kids.

’f'

w

Plesse continue to pray for utAJé’ b LRt

L7
b

!‘l "

& (Pll_oqer 73 ccmmum,tla. We are still b |ng relatlonshlps with our
neighborhood, and we are alse seeklng ereate relatronshlps among other
English-speakers in Mae Sot. For two mtroye?hqm a town with limited friend
options, we could use some prayeﬁs for true comi ity to develop.

- Pray bor us an we "Re. ausay lev“vt Gaxvu, ’s always difficult, but P
sometimes harder than others

- (pma bon ourn new nolesl Pray that w be encouraged g@d'fe“i\"’
valued in our new rolés. Pray for secur&ﬂl\/ocedures to workmm, and
for Kelli’s curriculum & dasses to come togethe}ﬂqwcklyl

O uou'd rathen not receive cun montf Jates, we Letely undenstand.
W%twn&mmwlﬁan&kt&kufwwwwcﬁﬁt%ebﬂ

spulockadventune scom B stephenspunlockepartnerswontdony ® kellispunlockopartne nawontdong
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“L et the Pavor of the )-ord our God be upon us.
and establish the work_of our hands upon us;
yes, establish the work of our hands!”

Psalm 40217

At the beginning of March, Stephen led his last team -
of volunteers to visit a remote village and refugee
camp. He enjoyed the team, but felt it made clear

Kelli spent much of her time this was a good time for us to move on to new roles.

researching and reading to
create curriculum for her
first training course, which
she taught from 26-28
March. She really enjoyed
the training, and is very
excited for many more on
the horizon! You can read
some of her responses to the
first day on our blog.

He has been working hard to increase the security of
our office computers and files, while teaching many
of our local staff a variety of computer skills. He also
used his Mac skills to take apart the office iMac and
replace the hard drive--something the local computer
shop insisted could only be done in Bangkok!

SPURL 0K ADVENTURES. /0N
~ Come see e chianges 1o our website
and read more stories on the blog!

o«

She plans to continue
expanding and improving her
curriculum while additional
trainings are organized. We
are also waiting & praying for
the ceasefire talks that will
be held in early April.

We also began painting the interior of our house
this month and attempting to make it more of a
home! You can see the bright colors we chose on
our blog. We have one more living & dining area
that we’ll be painting over weekends in April.

Some specific prayer requests for us:
- We are still trying to learn Karen. Pray that we don’t give up, but see fruitful results!

- Pray for friendships, both as individuals and as a couple. We want to continue building relationships with our
neighbors, that might not always include words, but we also want to create healthy, encouraging relationships with
other foreigners in the area.

- We are expecting a refund on our taxes this year and have decided to use a small percentage to bless our
neighboring community. We are trying to determine a wise way to help without creating a expectation or future
issues. We have considered a few options and would love your prayers for wisdom and continued blessings on
their community.

- The Karen National Union will be in ceasefire talks and peace negotiations in early April, and we would beg for you
to be praying! We are hopeful that these are the beginning stages of true change in Burma. Pray with us!

[P you' 4 rather not receive our monthly updates. we completely understand.
Just send us an email and let us know to take you off the lists
spurlockadventures.com = stephien_spurlock@partnersworld.org = kelli_spurlock @partnersworld.org
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Ond what does the Lond
/u:%uijlﬁ,c@%au,.?

an&tcrﬂove,me,llma
and to walk ‘ﬂum.(f({% with your Sed.
Micah 63

Thic month, we had the Pmue@e of
ggoendin@ nine dal\/g In two refugee campe
that are more remote dlong the border.
With two other ctaff memberc, we hocted
a \/&S-d\ﬂe program for cix of the
children'e homee we cupport in thece
locationg, incuding mucle, Bible ctoriec,
memory vercee, and gameg. SJrePhen hac
dlco been bug\/ with Pho+0@r0q>h\/ and hac
begun Training a local Karen man on
?hoJronghy ¢ videogmr]bh\/ thic week.

kell hac continued her recearch for cocial
develoPmenJr fraininge, and hae been heIPLn@
with variouc documente for the ceacefire
fake between the Burmece government ¢
karen Nationdl Unlon. TThe cecond round of
diccuccione wae com?le’red in mid—,ﬁvpril,
and the feam e now: gathering ?roPogmlg,
ideac, and agreementc fo be diccucced
again af the end of May. kell hac been
helPing o edit Wge, when che e able,
though ite aldmiﬁedl\/ outeide of her
experﬁge! '

We have continued fo practice our Karen
and la\y with fhe neighbor kide in befween;
SJrePﬁen purcuec recording when he can. \We
are praying for wicdom on a dmil\/ bacic
ac we cee new challengee, new cbuegﬁong,
and new unknowne in every direction.
Pleace know that we are thankful for
you—-for ;{our ﬁriendghiy, YOUr generouc
gifte, on Your Pm\,erg! We're reJ'oLcing n
Hie faithrfulnece.

gPurlockmdvenJrureg.com . _dre?hen.gpurlock@?arJrnergworld.org . kelli.g']uurlock@?armergworld.org
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“all'l have seen
teaches me
to trust the Creator
for all I have not seen.”

ralph waldo emerson

what we are giving thanks for

- We officially completed our role with teams & volunteers!

- Stephen has begun working with our media team, helping with
photography and organization. He is excited for what he’s
started and even more for what is developing.

- Kelli’s Social Education & Development Training has been
tentatively scheduled as a two-month course beginning in
August. She is now busy with research and curriculum
development.

- Some friends and supporters from Arkansas arrived as a
volunteer team! They are a group of seven that will be working
with us and other local ministries for two months.

- Kelli was able to take a at a local studio. You can
see her two completed batik pieces on ;

- We continue to spend time with the neighbor families, and they
are often some of the brightest pieces of our day. We are
constantly and praying through these friendships, and

what we are praying for
- Please pray for our language learning! It has been
, but we can feel the importance now more than ever.
We are studying Karen daily and praying for God to bring miracles.

- We are praying for Kelli’s curriculum to come together speedily and
in a way that brings hope. We are also praying that God will choose
the right students for her upcoming class.

- Please pray for Stephen’s growing role in photography and
videography. He is currently learning more about film from a
volunteer and working to incorporate all of his skills in a way that
benefits Partners work and the people of Burma.

- Pray that we would be wise and compassionate. Pray for our
decisions, attitudes, and responses to daily challenges as well as in
critical decisions.

the A{?“ﬂ&‘“’\w
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This month, Stephen officially joined Partners’ Creative team. He’'s
responsible for photo and video in our Karen projects office. He
takes advantage of any opportunity he has to visit our project
locations to grab footage of recent trainings, health checks, and
programs. He has also been working with a volunteer to learn
video editing so that he can begin helping with Partners marketing
videos. This is all in Stephen’s skills and interests, so he is excited
for the opportunity to learn more and use these skills to capture
the stories of Partners and the Karen.

Kelli has been buried in books and at the computer this month as
she finishes up her Social Education & Development curriculum.
The final pieces are coming together and editing has begun, with
hopes of the final curriculum being sent off for translation by mid
July. She will be giving a two-week condensed training to
community leaders in August, followed by a more intensive two-
month training to university graduates starting in September.

We have been very busy with our neighbbrhpod, including a health
check that Partners provided for the families. We have also made
multiple trips to the hospital for some emergency situations, and
we are doing a short-term project to provide healthy food for two
malnourished families. Even with all the unexpected surprises they
bring, we are so thankful to live where we do. We continue to pray
for wisdom in each situation that arises, that we’ll know how to
best love them and care for their current &J,on'g-term needs. We
are also praying for our language studies to help these
relationships grow deeper. i

We have just scheduled a vacation for next month, and we'll
happily be visiting southern Thailand! We are so thankful for the
break, and for the fact that beautiful beaches are just a jump away.

Thank you for your support and prayers for us--we are desperate
for them. Itis rarely easy, but God has been good and continues to
provide. You can read more of our day-to-day stories & struggles
on our blog--spurlockadventures.com.

the Afuﬂ'&’w

Aipun_ﬂdoka&vwmm u A,teyﬂmwmﬂrok@ymtnmn_wcmg L keﬂ&wmecok@ooaﬂ.tnwum.wcﬂl%


http://spurlockadventures.com/blog/
http://spurlockadventures.com/blog/
mailto:stephen.spurlock@partnersworld.org
mailto:stephen.spurlock@partnersworld.org
mailto:kelli.spurlock@partnersworld.org
mailto:kelli.spurlock@partnersworld.org

%MGcenammtﬂtcrgwetﬂmkAGmd

After hours of research and writing, Kelli finished (with notable help) creating a 90-page curriculum for
Social Education! The training is designed to equip local rural populations with the knowledge necessary
for them to participate in the changes taking place in Burma’s government and economy. She will be
teaching a two-week course beginning next week, followed by a two-month training in September &
October. She is also developing a schedule and budget for next year, considering what locations should
be targeted for this training program.

Stephen spent many hours working on video and photography, including a marketing video and
contributions to the Partners magazine. This new role has been very enjoyable for him, and the other
staff are grateful for his skills. He is also considering schedules for 2013 and deciding dates he can travel
to document a variety of Partners projects and help with program training videos.

For the last two weeks of July, we had an incredible opportunity to take a vacation to an island off south
Thailand! This was such a blessing and well-timed. We left Mae Sot exhausted, but loved our time away.
We came back refreshed and excited for the next few months ahead of us. You can see the photos and
stories of our picturesque time on our blog.

And now, we continue on! Our prayer requests remain very much the same:

energy and guidance in our work, particularly as we plan for 2013
love for our neighborhood and wisdom for each situation that arises
efficient language learning

Thank you for all your support and encouragement in our work. We are so thankful for the opportunities

that wait for us each day! s fsckp
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Our August could be described as endless activity;
but this is how you describe any return from a lovely vacation, right?

Early in August, we woke up to find our road flooded with about two feet of
water, and our community facing three and four feet of water around their
bamboo huts. We are thankful to say that our house remained dry and became a
resting place for the day and into the night. With the help of Partners and
friends, we helped move valuables into our dry home, kept the kids dry inside,
and fed over thirty people through the day. For the children, it was a glorious day
of playing with magnets on the fridge, watching movies, and using our bathroom.
For the parents, it was a day full of stress, and we were thankful to bring some
encouragement, care, and a full day of meals.

It was a long day, and perhaps an even longer recovery as we attempted to de-
lice our house and clean up after our thirty (many very small) guests. Even so,

God was good. It was a good reminder that we have come here and embraced
our community for such a time as this.

Otherwise, we continue to see the kids daily, make regular trips to the hospital
and clinic, and attempt to improve our language!

Both of us are in full swing of our roles at Partners. Stephen has a few of his
photos featured in this month’s magazine and in the 2013 Partners Calendar. He
has continued to help the office with his computer knowledge, making our
projects more secure and more efficient. He is expanding his work with
photography and video as we plan to travel more in the coming months.

Kelli held a two-week training in August for ten community leaders. She loved
the discussions and was reminded that she might have come for such a time this,
too! Itis a great privilege to teach and apply the basics of democracy and social
participation to Christian leaders in Burma.

Per usual, you can read more on our blog about the flood and our recovery, plus

stories of tortilla making, bicycle rides, and Kelli’s training! Click these links or
visit spurlockadventures.com/blog.

Please pray for...

Our community. We are always seeking
wisdom on how to best love the community
around us. Please continue to pray that we
would be wise and generous with our time,

finances, food, and smiles. Pray that we would
communicate God’s love well and take
advantage of every opportunity.

Language learning. Please pray that we would
be faithful to study, try speaking, and not
become discouraged.

Schedules and plans. We have much on the
horizon with Kelli’s parents visiting in October
and Stephen’s mom & a friend visiting in
January! We are also planning for a three-
week trip in November for Kelli to train and
Stephen to get footage for photography &
videography projects. As we look at the next
year, please pray for wisdom as we plan our
travels in the area and our return to the States
for furlough.

With love,

the WW&"M
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May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers,
half truths, and superficial relationships, so that we
may live deep within our hearts.

October 2012 = Vol. 21

May God bless us with anger at injustice,
oppression, and exploitation of God’s creations, so
that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who
suffer from pain, rejection, hunger, and war, so that
we may reach out our hands to comfort them and
to turn their pain into joy.

And may God bless us with just enough foolishness
to believe that we can make a difference in the
world, so that we can do what others claim cannot
be done: to bring justice and kindness to all our
children and all our neighbors who are poor.

a Franciscan benediction

This month has been blessed:

Our roles at Partners have continued to expand. Stephen has excelled in his photography and videography, and the Creative
Team is thankful to have him. He is enjoying the opportunity to use the skills he has and continue learning while he attempts
to capture the stories of the people of Burma andshare them worldwide.

Kelli has continued to teach Social Development courses focused on democracy and basic political participation. She is
currently in the middle of a two-month course with fifteen students that she teaches for about three hours each morning.
Her department has also expanded, and she will soon begin researching and writing curriculum for an economic
development course. A Thai-Karen v_ydman has joined Kelli‘to help with research, writing, and teaching in 2013.

Our community is still a highlight to our lives in Mae Sot. The stories are endless, really; there always seems to be something
unexpected. One Karen family patiently translates for us regularly, and challenges our language learning. We are continuing
to open our home when we can and pray through every opportunity that arises.

We are currently beginning the second year of our community garden. With the:help of Partners’ staff, we are hoping to
provide education on sustainable, organic agriculture that includes a greenhouse-style structure, creating your own biochar,
and strategic planting. Though this will require more investment on our part and more community participation, we feel like
it will be a sustainable way that we can contribute to ensuring that our neighbors have sufficient food sources.

October welcomes a three-week visit from Kelli’s parents that we are anxious for! Thank you for your continued support and
prayers for all that we do; please pray that we would love well in our community, work with Partners, and every aspect of

our lives in Mae Sot.
Blessings,
& uﬂ&o’d(.b*

the ¢
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On 1 November we celebrated our third
anniversary! We took off a few days for
rest, reading, and prayer. Please
continue to pray for wisdom as we make
plans for next year and pray through
what God has for us. Specifically, please
pray for wisdom and direction with:
our neighbors
Stephen'’s video & photography projects
Kelli's trainings in social development
furlough plans
language learning

Our neighbors still bring us both the most
responsibility and the most joy. We are regularly
encountering more opportunities to build
relétionships, which this month including driving for
a funeral procession. Another man had outpatient
surgery to remove a benign growth on his
forehead. His daughter informed us each day after
the surgery, “Father! Good!!”

There always seems to be surprises, a little bit of
chaos, and more questions; but there also many,

many smiles and hopes for us to cling to.

November 2012 = Vol. 22

On 10 October, we welcomed Kelli's parents to
Thailand for a visit! We enjoyed showing them
around for just a few days when we learned that
my grandfather had passed away. We spent a
few days organizing flights and then saw them off
again, two weeks ahead of schedule.
While we are so thankful they were able to come
at all, it has been a difficult few weeks. It is
always difficult to be so far away from significant
moments like this, and this was compounded in
having family arrive and leave so quickly.

We'd I[kejou to meet Yim, who
_ recently began working with

~ Kelliin Social Development. She

is Thai-Karen, and a wonderful
asset! She recently graduated
with her Masters in Political
Science, and she's helping to
expand the curriculum to
include the basics of economic
development. She is also
helping with research, training,
and translating.

All of three of us will be
traveling to a remote area for
three weeks in November. Kelli
& Yim will be training while
Stephen takes photos and
gathers video footage for
upcoming projects.
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December 2012 = Vol. 23

Our November was spent in the middle of nowhere.
There were many beautiful aspects of our time away: the stars at night were indescribable. A month surrounded by
Karen people gave us a new love for the culture and a hands-on language lesson every day. The trip came with
challenges, as well, including icy cold bucket baths, and more meals of rice, pumpkin, and “jungle animal® than we
would have ever chosen.
Even so, | really enjoyed teaching a three-week course where | was able to live among the students. Their passion
and commitment to study and return to their communities to make a difference was both astounding and inspiring. |
loved hearing their creative ideas for development and change to their country, people, and families. | love the
opportunity to equip them with the basic knowledge that they can take further than | ever could.
Stephen enjoyed the opportunity to gather footage of the day-to-day life of the Karen, as well as capture their stories
and music. He was also able to teach basic photography skills, a few songs, and Bible, while fixing technical problems
that arose. He is really wonderful at connecting with the students and teachers in conversation, discussing different
topics and taking the time to listen to them.
Time spent more secluded from so"“ciety gives you plenty to think about, and time to think about it. We found
ourselves discussing, “Why do we do this? Why do we come here--in the middle of nowhere and live uncomfortably?
And why do we live in Mae Sot, where it is not as uncomfortable, but our families are so far away?” It was refreshing
to reconsider why we are here and what motivates us to stay. In some ways, it was encouraging that we both feel
that we are here for a calling; that God has told us to be here in these roles. However, in some ways this is
discouraging, because there is a temptation to pack up and return to America; and this calling requires us to stay.
Overall, the jungle was beautiful. The opportunity to build your lives around the sun and live in the depths of another
culture is a privilege. And after a bit of a whirlwind time in our lives, it was similar to long, deep breath of fresh air.
As we return back to Mae Sot, my parents will arrive in just a few days and spend the holiday season with us! We are
thankful to have them returning so soon and have even some of our family here for Christmas. We hope you have the
privilege to enjoy the holidays with your families, as well!
Happy holidays!
Stepben & Kelli Spurlock

For more stories from this month, click here to visit our blog!
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