We can't say things have completely gone as
expected, but we have officially moved to
Thailand! Eleven months after we learned
about this opportunity with Partners, we're
here meeting staff
members, making
adjustments, and
preparing for.our
new. position as
Volunteer
Coordinators. We
are currently in
Chiang Mai, where Partners headquarters are
located. We're planning to be here until about
February 10 for training and planning for our:
role. We'll then move on to Mae Sot to find a
place to rent and finally settle in!

Over the past ten days we've enjoyed time in
England with Kelli’s. sister & brother-in-law. It
was such a blessing to be able to stop there
and have a chance to rest. After many
goodbyes at the Little Rock Airport, it was good
to have a few familiar faces at the end of the
day. We've included some photos from England
and our time with Chris & Jenn.

Thank you so much for your prayers and
support throughout this process that have

gotten us to this point. We have faced quite a
few turns and surprises along the way, but God
has been faithful. Please continue to pray for
us:

m For smooth adjustments, including our
flexibility, patience, and wisdom. Please pray
that God’s favor would go with us, and that we
would rely on him and stay close to one
another.

W Our monthly support is currently coming in
“at about 90%, which is such a blessing! We

also have some additional one-time gifts raised
that will take care of these gaps for a few
months. Even so, we would love to see God

_provide the additional monthly support we

need.

We'll do our best to keep in touch! Visit our
blog at spurlockadventures.com to read the

g Most up-to-date
stories and photos,
and always feel
free to email us!
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It's been a very busy month, but we are officially living
in Mae Sot! It has been a month of patience as we try
to feel like this is home. When we first arrived in
Thailand, we spent ten
days in Chiang Mai
organizing our work
permits to stay here. We
then moved down to Mae
Sot and began to look for
a place to rent. God has
provided a wonderful little
house, and we love it!
We're just now starting to get things unpacked and
purchase some of the things we'll need: We also
purchased a motorbike that will be our‘primary form of
transportation around town.

For the first three months we are here, Partners
requires their staff to take language training. After
some coercing, we were approved to study Karen for
the first month and then switch to Thai. We have now
been told that we will be able to continue studying
Karen through the three - months! We are in the third
week of our Karen lessons, meeting with our tutor,
Lavender, for two hours a day and studying on our own
in the evening. (Lavender is in the larger.photo with us
above.) This will continue until June, at which point
we’ll cut back our studies but hopefully continue
language lessons one day a week. We hope to still learn
some Thai in the future, once we are grounded in our
Karen.

For now, we're only in the Partners office three
mornings a week for training and orientation. The goal
is for us to be prepared to take our first two teams in

June! We're already in contact with these teams and
making preparations for them to come.

We love the Partners team here in Mae Sot, and we are
so thankful to be working alongside them. We can see
God working here, and we're excited to be a small part
of that. We are so thankful for how God has provided
with this team, our home, and our motorbike. God has
continued to faithfully provide for us!

If you could, please be praying this month for

- Continued adjustments and settling into our home.
Pray that we would learn to be patient and even
appreciate cultural differences.

- The Karen language to come easily to us! Pray
especially for Stephen, as the language study can be
draining.

- Relationships to be built with our Burmese and Thai
neighbors. We have chosen to live in a diverse part of
town, and we feel our
ministry here could be
part of our purpose.
We have already
started to make
connections with some
of the kids as we go
out in the street to
play soccer, and we
hope these bonds
continue to grow despite the language barriers.

Thank you for your continued love and support!

W&W
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We’re officially two months in, and Mae Sot is slowly
becoming home! We’ve been settling in‘and learning the
ropes of paying our electric bill, having internet installed,
and cooking with one burner. We were particularly excited
to purchase a large toaster oven this month thatis
functioning as our oven; we’re excited to have fresh bread

again! ‘ﬁ ¥

We have continued our Karen lessons a* were able to
read our first children’s book in Karen! It’slbeen a very slow,
tedious process, but we continueto improve. Our days at
the office have been busy with training and‘preparin foL
the many teams that will be volunteering this )E/%ﬂ
already have seven teams planned forJuly thr

December!

For the weekend of March 17-20, we traveled back to
Chiang Mai with other Partners staff from around the world
to enjoy the annual Partners Staff Retreat. It was a great
opportunity to meet all 53 staff from Australia, New
Zealand, the US, England, Canada, Switzerland, South
Africa, Norway, Italy, Thailand, and Burma (including Karen,
Shan, and Kachin ethnicities). We were encouraged to see
the influence Partners has in Burma and along the border.
We are very humbled to be a ofa
wonderful ministry.

- A few things we’re thankful for this month
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- Safety. God has answered many prayershﬂ;i Kept us safe
as we learn to drive a motorbike and travelalong the
border. We are also thankful to have had zero break-ins or
anything stolen at this point!

- Growing relationships. We have started to build 8 SWEet' '
friendship with our neighbors, and have spent a few‘ég
mornings playing with the kids. We are exuted tosee :‘;-.
them more comfortable around ourhome nd“commg £0 g
see usin our yard! We are also getting R’E{g know many of
the Partners staff in Mae Sot and building relationships
witheether local missionaries'through the home church we
attend.Stephen has begun leading worship occasionally
at chu;’ch too, which. he has really enjoyed.

‘ ‘;";;Mall. We are already loving and celebrating each letter and

package that we receive! It has been fun to get small,
familiar treasures!

What we’d ask you to be praying for:

- Language learning. We still need prayer for this! Please

w=pray for retention and for our speaking abilities.

i
- Sorrows and joys. We’d love your prayers as we learn to
celebrate from here--we had a new nephew born this
maonth and a dear friend get.engaged! And although both
are wonderful things, we areﬂearmng how to count the
costs.

- Our'marriage. The challenges of adjusting'to a new culture
and working together full time are upon us, and we’d love
your prayers as we learn to live more selflessly.and love
each other better.

We’d love to be praying for you, too! Please send us an
email with your prayer requests. We couldn’t thank you

enough for your support! ;

If you'’d rather not receive our monthily updates, weécompletely understand.
Just send us an emall and let us Know to'take you Off the list!

spurlockadventures

.com ® stephen.spurlock@partnersworld.org m kelli.spurlock@partnersworld.org
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We are so thankful.to
announce that we reached
100% of our financial
support! God has been so
faithful to continue to
provide, even as Wg‘dld
relatively-nothing to" "¢ %,
| increase our support sinceiy
- we arrived. We realize
funds will always be
ﬂuctuatmg as people are
able to give more and less,
but we do want to take a
moment to rejoice in God’s
faithfulness. He has
provided forrent,
insurance, trips to the
market, visas, and more!

A few noteworthy events of the past month:

- Language study has continued! We have been using a
“Say It In Karen” workbook & CD, flash cards, and
vocabulary recordings for the pastymonth while our
teacher was away. Though this was@awelcomed
opportunity to catch up on our vocaBulary, we’re excited
to be starting back to our daily lessons’ W|th Lavender
tomorrow.

- We celebrated our first Songkran holiday! Songkfan'is an
annual three-day water festival in Thailand;fiffessence, it’s
a big water fight. The streets are filled withgpeople, all
armed with hoses; buckets, and water‘g.uns' You canread
more and see photos in this T

- We were trained in off-féadfour wheel driving=We can
honestly say we didn’t know this is what ourlives would
look like, but we were thankful forthe training that

enabled Stephen to maneuver through deep mudthé ;
following weekend! k. Our prayer requests remain the same for our language

studies, our marriage, and the adjustments of making
- Kelli braved the motorbike and went out for lessons with -5 Thailand our home; but we bring an additional request

Stephen one Saturday.:Despite an hour of successful before you this month. Recently, there have been news
driving, the practice was ended aftera minor (and articles stating that Thailand may close all nine refugee
thankfully slow paced) collision with a pole®Despite a few camps-along the border, sendmg over 140,000 people back
bruises and scrapes, we’re thankful the bike is okay and into Burma. You can read more in a blog post we wrote'a
Kelli is healing! couple weeks ago, , to learnmore. We do
- : I X pray that the camps wouldn’t be closed and that these

- We are still preparing and training for upcoming teams, thousands of people would be protected, but more
with ourfirst coming.on June 15th. We are also helping importantly that God would be glorified no matter what
out with Partners children’s projects for May through July happens.

while the staff coordinator is on furlough in the States.

Thank you for joining us with the full assurance of hope!
- Kelli celebrated her first birthday in Thailand!

Celebrations included a dinner out with Partners staff, A
multiple international packages, and a day off with W & Kelli

Stephen to explore local' waterfalls.

If you'’d rather not receive our monthly‘updates,#we completely understand.
JUbFS””H7W an email and let us know to take yow off the list!

spurlockadventures.com » stephen.spurlock@partnersworld.org ® kelli.spurlock@partnersworld.org


http://spurlockadventures.com/2011/04/17/a-glimpse/
http://spurlockadventures.com/2011/04/17/a-glimpse/
http://spurlockadventures.com/2011/04/21/defining-hope/
http://spurlockadventures.com/2011/04/21/defining-hope/
mailto:stephen.spurlock@partnersworld.org
mailto:stephen.spurlock@partnersworld.org
mailto:kelli.spurlock@partnersworld.org
mailto:kelli.spurlock@partnersworld.org

Over the past month, we have been busy temporarily
managing Partners children's project programs around
Mae Sot, which involved multiple trips to various
refugee camps and
migrant schools along the
border. We have
continued to plan for
upcoming teams, the first
of which arrives in just two
weeks. We also had our
first volunteer visiting for
one week in May. Despite
this being our last official month for language learning,
that became merely a side task for us! “Please continue
to pray that we will become fluent in Karen as we study
on the side of our full-time work with teams.

We made a trip to Beung Klung & Laytonku, two remote
villages on the border. Amidst the of the trip,
we were able to perform basic health checks on the
children in Beung Klung and deliver mosquito nets &
medical supplies to Laytonku. We arrived in Laytonku
just days after a horrible incident had occurred. The
headmaster, vice-headmaster (his brother), and their
father had visited Burma. to discuss trade options with
the Burmese government. Laytonku is very close to the
border and quite difficult to get to from Thailand, so
most of their trade is done through Burma. Despite the
men agreeing to all the terms of trade, the Burmese
Army attacked them as they were leaving. Two of the
men managed to escape, but the vice headmaster was
shot and killed, leaving behind his wife and three
children, his parents, brother, and a grieving village.
Although there was little for us to do, we met with the
family to pray for them and continue to pray that God

will take what Satan intends for evil and use it to bring
His kingdom.

Amidst all of this, we were so excited to welcome a
team of eight from Conway, Arkansas, that was working
in Mae Sot for a month this summer! The team comes
with Chi Alpha Campus Ministry each year, the same
ministry that Kelli first came to Thailand with five years
ago. Though we weren’t able to host them through
Partners this year, we loved seeing them around town
and enjoyed many dinners together! We were also so
thankful for a huge box of goodies from America they
brought for us, including books, games, and
instruments we couldn’t bring with us in January. We'll
be sad to see them go in just a week!

Another very exciting development this month was the
I This is our attempt to

start of our

get to know our neighbors as
we work together with them.
We are also hoping this will
enable us to bless them with
sustainable food one day! We
discovered this week that
three of the families across
our street are Karen, while the
rest of the community is Burmese. We continue to pray
for God to open doors with or without the ability to
communicate. Please join us as we pray He will show
us ways to love them.

Thank you for keeping in touch with us!

W&W
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This past month has been one for the records--we
officially started our job, and we had our first team!
After a few long months of training, language
learning, and getting acclimated to living in Thailand,
we're excited to play a recognized role on the Partners
team. We're still planning to continue studying Karen
on the side, and we're not even sure what it looks like
to actually become acclimated, but we're still hoping
for that someday, too. Meanwhile, work must be
done! On June 1, we met with our bosses and became
the Team & Volunteer Coordinators for Partners‘,Mae
Sot. i

And on Sunday, June 5, we met our first team--ten
days ahead of schedule! They were u:a Thailand for
two months
working with
various
ministries, but .
one had fallen
through, leaving
ten days
unplanned before
they were
scheduled to
travel with us on
the 15th of June. And thus, in the middle of making
plans for this team, we learned that “the Lord
determines our steps”, and we did our best to allow
God to use both us and them in that time.

It was an amazing team. We spent time in Mae Sot
first, playing with the kids in our neighborhood,
packing hygiene packs for the migrant schools &
orphanages, and sorting through donations that had

been received. We also traveled to Noh Poe refugee
camp to spend a week with the two hostels that
Partners supports B
there. The team was
wonderful and gave all
they had--even being
outside their comfort
zone--to love on the
students. We played
games, sang songs,
made crafts, and
attempted skits. It
was exciting to see our role develop into what we had
envisioned and catch another glimpse of why God has

sent us here.

We are now preparing for a team coming next week,
as well as making preparations for teams scheduled in
the coming months. We have been building
relationships with the local contacts Partners has

‘anng the border, and we were even able to visit Noh

Bo, the school we volunteered at in 2009. It was
wonderful to see the students & teachers again and
have your name remembered!

We are so excited about what God is going to do in
and through us in our time in Thailand. We still have
many things to learn and accept, and we crave your
prayers in all realms of our lives here--living in
impoverished areas, missing family, learning a new
job, and working together as a couple. We also ask
that you would join us in prayer for the freedom of
Burma and for our work to bring the Kingdom here.

W&W
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We have been warned about the six month mark of
being overseas, and we're just proud to say we
survived! As of today, we begin our seventh month in
Thailand, and we'd like to take some time to just be
thankful.

First, we are so thankful for our supporters that have
equipped us to be here. It is amazing to receive a
report each month that
documents God’s consistent
provision and the faithful
generosity of so many people.
We are also thankful that
finances have not created
another stressor.

We are really thankful for our
neighborhood. We love coming
home to dozens of children
shouting hellos and goodbyes,
the two English words they know:and yet don’t know
the meaning of. We love working together on our
garden and watching it grow; we love hearing the kids
play a rubber band game right outside our door. We
love hearing Burmese and Karen languages surround
us. We really feel God couldn’t have placed us in a
better location in Mae Sot, and we're thankful for our
developing friendships.

We are thankful for the ways we can remain
connected to the US. The packages and letters, the
emails, and the countless Skype calls are more of a
blessing than we could express. Just this week we

Skyped into the wedding of two dear friends, and we
realize that is a very a modern privilege.

As we move forward from
here, we have three
prayer requests. First, we
ask for good health. This
past month was a doosie--
Kelli has had a four week
ear infection & Stephen
was sick for the third time.
We travelled to Bangkok
last week to visit the
doctor and will be back in
Chiang Mai tomorrow for a
followup on Kelli’s ear.
Please pray that she gains
back full hearing and the
pain subsides soon; and that we'll continue with good
health!

We have started back our Karen lessons with
Lavender and will be meeting with her regularly
around our teams. Please continue to pray for our
improvement and for bravery to practice in the
community!

And last, please pray for wisdom. We are learning so
many things and still have so much to learn! We ache
for wisdom in every small word or action daily, as well
as the long term decisions we face.

The biggest thanks we can offer,

Wm&%
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with great anhicipation. we e tinio. more wonderful
weeks with 1eli's family, folowed b o full monfin of
Clanstmns celdorations with Pourtners. well be ousiy with
Claristmas proayams ot each of the childien's lnomes
Paudiers supports, and. shortiy atter well e fingy ot for
& Wolidoug in the stadesl

we awe Confinving) T fall n love Witla our neighoovlond and
sustain great lopes for ovr
friendslripsl our pprden s
ﬁow\s%’m@ N nen Wous and
has seen some frve Commitent
from e ﬁommvn‘ﬂr@ memlogrs,
we hawve lso continved fo gt
to know Hae claildien, leawn

s, and love on them n new, Crenfive wows. T hhese

relfonsiips.continve o e o strongy encoroement fo s, n
addition o our devaloping) vole within Paurthers.

As v tnink. of vs, please confinve 1o prowy. for our
comwunity) bere. Prow) for our vdationships with lacals «
foceopers and friendships n & ovf of Partners. we also
appreciate vour confinved pravier for napasg; way we
never e vp. vt acle 1o love and connect with the
aen in their own words.

with jou, :
afgphne, X Y\
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tfe hard to believe December i here
alrea\of\/ Wrﬁculariy ac we are cil
wmrmg our chort cleeve chirte and
cifting in the air conditfioning. Even
co, ifc upon uc—- we dre headed out
to hoct our firet Chrictmac ?WW
Tfomorrow!
We en'oyed come time with kelli'c
cicter and brother-in—-law lact month,
and then gPenJr a week catching up
in the office. We even had the fun
of celebrating TThankegiving with
come other Yartnerc ctaff and come
local Karen.
Over the next three weeke, well be
attending cix Chrictmac Panrﬁeg for
the children here! Fartnerc
gupPorJr.c, children'c homec in four
refugee campe, which well be
viciting fo bring pregerﬁrg, a ckit of
the Chrictmac ngory, crafte, and
gamec.
We dlco had come Pregem‘g donated
for our neighbor kide. We are bugy
Wm?Pin@ them and will be handing
them out to the Parerﬁrg, fo then give
"o the children themeelvec. We are
dlco taking The oPPor'hmHy 1o chare
the g+or\/ O‘FlWM\/ we celebrate
Chrictmac.
And glfaorﬂ\/ after al thece Jrr'L?g,
well be.off 1o the Stafec with great
Joyl We're admrHedly a little fearful
of the cultural aoyugﬁweﬁrg back 1o
America and the eren.c,Ler of three
weeke Pmcked full, after three
weeke pocked full here. | found thic

written by comeone on Facebook a
few monthe back, and it hac
cmPﬁAred thic cfage in our livee
Pﬁh%dlx/:

“Terrified and full of jo
[ live there. If is poss:ale
fo be 4fraid of what

ohedience wight bring next
and be full ?%ﬁnksﬁqnal

frust anyway.”

We are co thankful fo cee God
puilding our commanﬁry here, and we
corinue fo ack Him fo Provide
eNCcouraging relaﬁonghLPg, mentore,
and friende. Our. garden e il
growing, and we are Pmyin@ for the
crop fo blece ‘our neighbore.

We are dlco rejolcing at fhe
OPPorJrunLJr\/ o go 1o the Statec, but
would beg for your pronere in thic
fime.  Pledce proy for energy fo
celebrate the time we have with
fmmily and friende, but alco for the
paccion o return fo what God hac
for uc here. Yleace dlco be Pmyin@
for S’replfren'g mom, ac che will be
ctarfing chemoﬁoemw next week,
and confinuing for the next fwo
monthe.

HmPP\/ holLdmyg
J(W_ gy;uy locks
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